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 I wish to thank you all for your  
support of my ministry, for your sacred 
trust in our blessed relationships, and for 
your gracious, tender love for all my many 
years at Holy Way and especially for your 
honest words of support and heartfelt 
prayers for success as Robin and I prepare 
to begin our new ministries in the Middle 
Tennessee Presbytery. My entire family – 
Robin, Britney, Andy, Ryan, and our five-
month old granddaughter, Haddie (she 
hasn’t disagreed with me once, yet) – 
joins me in expressing our deepest      
gratitude for the  privilege of sharing our 
lives with you all. Being connected at 
such personal and sacred levels, the end of 
my time as your pastor feels very sad and 
disorienting. Know that God is not      
leaving, just Ray and Robin. Know that 
the church remains just as healthy, just as 
committed, just as valuable, just as      
spiritually vital as ever. I will readily     
admit that my ministry has only been         
effective because all of you were praying 
for Jesus Christ to speak His saving words 
through me. Jesus is not leaving, so keep 
those prayers going for Elizabeth, for all 
your leaders, and for your next pastor 
whom God has been preparing for this 
new call. 

 My final Sunday as your Pastor will 
be April 7. After that, I will continue to be 
your friend, but I will no longer be your 
Pastor. Our presbytery, in its oversight 
  

role as ministers depart their congregations, 
has very specific guidelines as to how this 
new relationship of ours is to be shaped. I 
will not be involved in any conversations 
about the current or future state of the 
church. I will not officiate in any weddings, 
funerals, memorial services, or special 
events at the church unless invited by the 
next pastor. I will fully separate from the 
affairs of the church and from talk about 
the church to allow for enough time and 
space to be opened for a strong relationship 
with your next pastor to form. 

 A good goodbye is a rare, precious, 
enduring gift which we can give to one        
another. Life does not always allow us such 
purposefully planned opportunities, when 
friends or loved ones depart. I know this 
church can do this goodbye well. We will 
share our thanks, our tears, some laughter, 
our treasured memories, and our hopes and 
prayers for the new future we will walk  
into, separately. And Jesus will come and 
visit us, tenderly and quietly, in these 
healthy, painful, loving goodbyes,           
delivering that miraculous, promised,   
eternal gift into each recently vacated space 
in our hearts. “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you.” (John 14:27). May 
God’s peace be with us, and in us, all, now 
and forever. Thanks be to God. 



 Once again, members of the Holy Way have shown love and compassion to a      

fellow human being by their generosity of time and treasure to help Paul find an        

apartment and furnish it. This act of demonstrating ‘What Would Jesus Do’ exemplifies 

what being a church is all about. Ray has set this example before us in his many years of 

working with Paul and others. As we move forward without him, may we honor him by 

continuing to show love and compassion to others.     

          -Gerry Pearson, Treasurer 

Joe Riegert   4-5  

Phyllis Crouthers   4-11  

Barbara Armbruster  4-17  

DeWayne Jones   4-18  

Rose Myers    4-19  

Maggie Diggs   4-22  

David Miller   4-22  

Linda Swibold   4-22  

Ginger Manly   4-29  

Cathie and Dale Stisser      4-11         

Britney Thomas and Ryan Dahm   4-16 

April in other Languages: 

Occitan = abril 

     Latin = Aprīlis  

Yiddish = ַאּפריל  

    Chinese (Mandarin) = sìyuè  

Croatian = Travanj  



 Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.          

 Bell Choir meets every Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

 Chancel Choir meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  

 The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 2, at 10:15 a.m.  

 The Men’s Breakfast will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 4, at Little Mexico 

Steakhouse. (Valencia/Cardinal). 

 Stephen Minister Peer Supervision Group will meet on Wednesday, April 3, and 

April 17, at 9:00 a.m. 

 A Hobby-Night Potluck Dinner will be on Wednesday, April 10, at 5:30 p.m. 

 The Board of Deacons will meet on Sunday, April 14, at 10:30 a.m. 

 The Lenten Study: Simon Peter will meet on Wed., April 3, 10, and 17, at 1:00 p.m. 

 The Session will meet on Tuesday, April 16,  at 5:00 pm. 

 Maundy Thursday Service will be on Thursday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

 Easter Service will be on Sunday, April 21,  6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service, and         

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 



Have you flipped (or scrolled) through our photo directory 
recently and wished you had a different picture? Or a      
picture at all, if you don't have one now? Well, we can make 
that happen for you. That's the beauty of an online directory
--we can keep it as up-to-date as you'd like! This will be  
especially important as we prepare to welcome an interim 
pastor in the next few months. 
 
Pictures may be emailed to Elizabeth at                           
elizabeth@holywaytucson.org. The best kinds of pictures 
are ones where you feel happy and relaxed, and are not 
selfies. But make sure you're not too far away! We want to 
see your smiling face. If you prefer to submit a hard copy of 
a picture, we will snap a picture of it and return it to you. 
 

 If you don't have a picture you love, Elizabeth can always take a picture on a 
Sunday morning. 
 For updates to your contact info, please fill out a form found in the narthex or 

email Kathy at kathy@holywaytucson.org.  

Help our online directory stay up-to-date!  

 For the six weeks of Lent, we are 

diving into the life, faith and character of 

Simon Peter. This study is led by Adam 

Hamilton and incorporates video clips 

into each study. We meet Wednesdays at 

1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room, 

through April 16. Join us! 

Lenten Study C.E. Fitzgerald College 
Scholarship 

 The Holy Way Presbyterian 
Church is blessed to have a college 
scholarship fund which has been     
utilized for over twenty years to    
support active church members who 
are pursuing higher (post-high school) 
education. Though the available 
scholarship amounts are not huge, the 
gifts are one way that the church 
shows its tangible support to those 
members who are furthering their    
education. Any active church member 
is eligible to apply. Guidelines and  
applications are available in the 
church office. The deadline for         
receiving applications for the 2019-20 
academic year is April 15, 2019. 

mailto:kathy@holywaytucson.org


Thank you for making “Taste of 
Chiapas 2019” a HUGE Success! 

 
 On February 15, 2019, Frontera de 
Cristo, in partnership with Café Justo, held a 
fundraising dinner and silent auction at St. 
Pius X Catholic Church in Tucson. Cooks 
from Agua Prieta served a fabulous dinner of   
Chiapan style tamales to 400 guests.  Over 
$20,000 was raised, and will be used to      
expand the Café Justo business model along 
the US-Mexico border and to add a patio to 
the Café Justo y Mas coffee shop in Agua 
Prieta. (For details about Café Justo, go to 
www.justcoffee.org)  
 Thanks go to all those who attended a 
fun evening in support of our mission      
partners. The event was sponsored and 
planned by Café Justo supporters from  
Blessings from the Heart, The Holy Way 
Presbyterian, Immanuel  Presbyterian,  
Mountain Shadows Presbyterian, Our Mother 
of Sorrows   Catholic, Resurrection Lutheran, 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, St. Mark’s     
Presbyterian, and St. Pius X Catholic. 
 The generosity and energy of this 
amazing group of churches is a wonderful 
testament to the power of an idea put into  
action. Thank you! 

 One of the fund raising projects 
that many are unaware of is the         
collection and recycling of aluminum 
cans. They are collected and taken for 
recycling. The money is used to fund 
various mission projects. If you would 
like to save and contribute to this     
project, your rinsed, clean, cans may be 
left in the collection box in the Ranch 
House.  Thank You!  

Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 14, 2019  

9:30 a.m. Worship Service  

 

Maundy Thursday Service  

Thursday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Service  

Sunday, April 21,  

6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

http://www.justcoffee.org


This list doesn't cover everything that will happen in between the time Ray        
departs and the Interim arrives, but having Pastor Elizabeth serve in these specific 
ways will ease the transition.  

• Preach and lead worship weekly, including Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday  
  and Easter Sunday 
• Lead Tuesday morning Bible Study 
• Offer regular pastoral care 
• Keep office hours when the church office is open (8am-12pm, Tuesday - Thursday) 
• Support and supervise staff 
• Participate in and support the work of the Deacons, Administration Committee                 

 and Finance Committee 
• Moderate Session meetings (as appointed by the COM of the Presbytery) 

 

Acting Head of Staff 

Beginning Monday, April 8, Pastor Elizabeth will be stepping into the role of 
Acting Head of Staff. This means her hours will temporarily increase to       
full-time in order to cover several aspects of ministry here at The Holy Way 
after Ray's departure on April 7 and until the Interim Pastor arrives. Here are 
some things you can expect Pastor Elizabeth to do during this time: 

Name Tags 

  

 During this time of transition, we 

will lean on our church family more 

than ever. To make things easier for us 

all to know each other and for when the 

Interim arrives, we have name tags 

available for everyone in the cabinet in 

the narthex. If you do not yet have a 

nametag, please print your name on the 

order sheet in the narthex and one will 

be ordered for you. 



Dear People of Holy Way, 

        I have been so thankful for my many visits to Holy 

Way over the years Ray has been your Pastor. My husband 

and I were so happy to have Ray, Robin, Britney and Andy 

so much closer to us rather than New York State. 

 Also thankfully, I have been able to be with you on 

many special occasions like the dedication of your beautiful 

sanctuary and Ray’s honorary Doctorate Degree. Other 

times, I just came for a visit. Each time I felt so welcome by 

all of you as I am sure all your visitors are welcomed. 

 I am sorry I have not been able to visit in recent 

years but age has crept up on me. 

 Last year in March I was in the hospital for a few 

days and Ray came after I was home to help me. He        

surprised me with a beautiful gift from your Prayer Shawl 

ministry. I still treasure the shawl and use it often to this 

day. 

 Since Ray and Robin will be moving on, I will not get 

a chance to see you all again but I want you to know that     

you have a special place in my heart and I hope you find a 

great leader for your wonderful congregation. 

 

Love,  

Marion Thomas 

A Letter From Ray’s Mom….. 



 As you probably know, Paul Sessler, a member of our church, spent about 8 months 
in the Ranch House trying to make the transition from a life on the streets to a safer and 
more productive life.  Pastor Ray sought out resources to get Paul the necessities of life – an 
ID, food-stamps, and connections with health and social service agencies. 

 After exploring all avenues, it was evident that Paul didn’t fit into any safety net that 
could be found in Tucson.  With less than $150 cash income per month, Paul would never be 
able to put together the cash to get into an apartment, even if one could be found, but clearly 
he couldn’t stay in the Ranch House until his Social Security starts in January of 2020. 

 In accordance with the agreement Paul made with Pastor Ray, near the end of       
February Ray Groves and George Hearn took Paul to a series of men’s shelters looking for a 
bed.   

 It was heartbreaking to see our friend disappear into the world he had left 8 months 
earlier, and a small group of church members responded on their own to the strong feeling 
that we just couldn’t let this happen to Paul.   

 After one church family gave Paul a temporary home with them, God worked one of 
his miracles in providing a rare opening in a clean, safe, low-income apartment building at 
exactly the right time.  Financial donations to cover the application fee, first and last 
months’ rent, deposit, and the first 6 months rent came entirely from church members. A 
bed, sofa, table, 2 lamps, and basic housewares came from people in the church as they were 
needed. 

 Paul’s income will cover his electricity (the only utility he has to pay), but after    
paying for the things food-stamps doesn’t cover (paper goods, etc), he won’t be able to save 
anything toward his rent ($450 per month) after September. 

 If you wish to contribute to a fund set aside by the church solely for this purpose, 
please mark your envelope or check to show that it is for Paul Sessler. 

A Place for Paul 



Devotions from the Deacons Meeting on March 10, 2019  

        -By Dearwyn Knittel  

 The information is from Ben Simpson to HEARTEN US! Robin and Ray 

have loved us, spiritually fed us, protected us, and watched us grow. They have 

been with us in sorrow and rejoiced with us in good times. Now they are called     

to new ministries. Our sadness and discouragement well up. Let’s remember to    

be heartened by these six biblical truths. 

 

1. God will be with our church at all times. We are not forsaken. God is with our 

congregation. Hebrews 13:5 states: “I will never leave you.” Our pastor is leaving 

but God will never leave us. We must remember that God is the most vital thing in 

the life of our church. 

 

2. God is in control. This transition is in God’s control. We must believe what is 

stated in Ephesians 1:11. God “works all things according to the counsel of His 

will.” Our trust in him is paramount. 

 

3. God plans good out of this transition. We might not feel good but God promises 

that he “works all things together for the good of his people” from Romans 8:28. 

We can rest assured that good will come from this. That’s how  magnificent God is. 

We must be faithful. 

 

4. It’s okay to be sad. Good will come out of this transition but that doesn’t relieve 

our deep sadness. Losing you two hurts. All of the good memories will hopefully 

sustain us. 

 

5. Ministry MUST go on. Ministry may be harder without Pastor Ray, but he has 

been a good pastor equipping us for the work of our ministry at The Holy Way. In 

the interim WE, the LAY LEADERSHIP, must make sure our ministries continue. 

 

6. The church must not scatter. This may be the time in which our congregation 

most strongly gather together for support and encouragement. We must recognize 

the temptation to scatter and instead work diligently to stay bound  together in unity 

and love. This time may be a testing but with God’s help will we endure this.  



Introducing...Venmo 

There’s a new way to make donations to The Holy Way-- 

or pay for your Cafe Justo or meal! 

 
 

Have you been sitting in church when a special       
offering has been introduced and you think to yourself
--I’d make a donation right now, but I don’t have cash 
or a check! 
 
Or maybe you’ve wanted to purchase a bag of Cafe 
Justo, but you don’t have $10 on you. 
 
And what about that time you signed up for a lunch or 
dinner and then forgot your cash? 
 

We know it’s so easy to walk out of the house without cash or a checkbook, but 
most people do leave home with their cell phone. So we want to make things a 
bit easier for you. We’ve signed up with Venmo, a mobile app that allows you to 
send or receive money easily from your phone (and it’s free!). You simply    
download the Venmo app, create an account, link your account to your bank    
account, and then with a few clicks of a button, you can “send” money to The  
Holy Way or other friends using Venmo. 
 
If you are someone who uses Apps on your phone, we encourage you to 
download Venmo (The logo looks just like the one pictured here). Then 
search for The Holy Way. Our user name is @holywaytucson and you’ll see an 
image of our church and our name. That’s how you know it’s us! 
 
Once you have the app on your phone and you’ve linked it to your bank account, 
you can make a payment quickly and easily. So no cash for your Cafe Justo? 
Send that $10 to Holy Way via Venmo! Want to make an extra donation to the 
church? You can do so via Venmo! 
 
If this method doesn’t appeal to you, we understand. You can keep making      
donations and payments the way you prefer. But if you’re up for trying Venmo 
and have questions, please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth. She uses Venmo often 
and is excited we’ve signed up. And it seems she’s already purchased quite a 
few bags of coffee using Venmo… : ) 
 
More information about Venmo can be found at venmo.com.  

https://venmo.com/


Highlights for Regular Session Meeting - February 19, 2019 

  

 

 The Deacons prepared the luncheon following Lyle Olmstead’s         
memorial service on February 9. 

 Three Points Fire District has asked for our help in providing 
Christmas toys to the children. 

 Received a letter from Principal at Altar Valley Middle School 
thanking us for Valentine cards, chocolate and donation of Souper Bowl 
of  Caring money for snacks while students are having the Arizona  
Merit testing. 

 Souper Bowl of Caring brought in $187.26 which was given to the 
Alter Valley Middle school for treats during testing. 

 Future Sunday pop-ups will be scheduled on the third Sunday of 
each month. 

 Sunday School started a new lesson, “The Highest Power’ relating 
to mountains (obstacles) and overcoming them. 

 We will be collecting for “Warming Up Sells” yearlong so clean 
out your closet and bring in warm clothes for this project. 

 Rev. Ray Thomas shared with the session that he and Robin have       
accepted positions to serve as Co-Executive Presbyters of Middle    
Tennessee Presbytery. His last Sunday at Holy Way will be April 7. The 
upcoming Session Retreat on Saturday, February 23, will focus on the 
session’s role in the upcoming transition and will be led by Presbytery 
Pastor, Rev. Brad Munroe. 

 

Session Minutes, in their entirety, are posted in the Ranch House. 
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