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Mary said, 

“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 

    In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 

He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 

    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 

  

Holy is his name. 

    He shows mercy to everyone, 

        from one generation to the next, 

        who honors him as God. 

He has shown strength with his arm. 

    He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 

    He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 

        and lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 

        remembering his mercy, 

    just as he promised to our ancestors, 

        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.” 

 

Have you ever thought about what brought you to this moment?  

This day, this place, right now.  

What events brought you to it? 

What people played a part? 

Did you ever envision you’d find yourself where are you today? 

This place, this town, this job, this marriage, this happy 

chapter, this difficult one? 

Were there happy moments? Sad moments? 

Have you ever thought about what brought you to this moment?  

 

Last week in our Advent series called What Can’t Wait, we pondered John the Baptist’s call for 

repentance. Now.  

And we left here thinking about the things we would need to turn from in order to move towards 

God’s vision for us and all God’s creation. 



So did you do it?  

Did you take that first step?  

Did you begin moving in a new direction? 

It’s not too late if you haven’t yet! 

 

Now, on this third Sunday of Advent, we hear that JOY can’t wait! 

That’s good news, right? 

We can’t wait to experience joy!  

That feels like an easy concept to embrace on a Sunday like today, right? 

We’re enjoying beautiful music!  

One of our own has chosen to be baptized! 

It is a good day here at The Holy Way.  

 

But our passages from Isaiah and Luke, in their own ways, remind us that we aren’t able to control 

when and how we feel joy. 

Joy is a gift we receive. 

And we often receive it when we least expect. 

 

Like blooms in the desert, joy can tumble forth in times we predicted would only be hard. 

 

Like waters in the wilderness, joy can fill us full when we’ve felt utterly defeated and lost. 

 

Like an unwed woman who hears she will bear the Son of God, joy can soothe our fears and 

strengthen our resolve. 

 

Joy has a way of centering us when we might otherwise feel scattered. 

 

As you think back on your journey, all that’s brought you to this time and place, did joy find its way 

to you? 

Did she sneak into the moment when you thought it least possible? 

Did joy remind you that it was all going to be okay after all? 

Joy can do that.  

Joy can completely change how we experience a moment. 

 

Think about Mary.  When considering the position she finds herself in when the Angel Gabriel says 

she will bear a child, we might expect her to be all doom and gloom about the path she’s been 

called down. We might expect her to even resist that path, to deny her calling.  

But did you hear it?  

Did you hear Mary’s proclamation?  

With all her heart she magnifies the Lord!  



In the depths of who she is, she rejoices in her Savior.  

Against all logic, Mary proclaims her JOY and TRUST in God as she moves toward God’s plan for 

the world! 

 

Would Mary’s journey be easy?  

Definitely not. 

We know it will lead to great heartache and suffering. 

But the joy will be there too, seeping into the difficult.  

Lightening the load. 

Easing the pain. 

Mary’s obedience to God’s creative way of working in the world will bring both joy and pain. 

But for Mary, that’s not reason enough to say No. 

For us, that shouldn’t be why we say No to God’s calling.  

Mary JOYFULLY says Yes to God’s plan and her trust should inspire us to do the same. 

 

So your journey to this place today...did it contain joy? 

All those moments that were woven together to make this one what it is-- 

--was joy there, too? 

I suspect it was there somewhere. At some moment.  

Joy, that deep feeling we have that all is as it should be, is that surprising, reassuring gift that 

God sends along the way.  

 

Like blooms in the desert, joy will tumble forth in times we predict will only be hard. 

Like waters in the wilderness, joy will fill us full when we’re feeling utterly defeated and lost. 

 

But will we see it?  

Will we accept this gift? 

I sure hope so, because joy is intended to be part of the journey. 

Joy can reassure us that we’re on the right path. 

And joy can call us back when we’ve gotten lost.  

 

In just a moment, we will experience together the JOY of God’s never-ending love and grace as 

Don Metzger is baptized! 

We will feel the JOY of God’s promises to claim us as God’s own, and to never let us go. 

God’s always known Don would get to this moment, and we rejoice with Don that he’s here now.  

 

So let’s be good companions to him and to one another as we travel down this shared journey.  

And let us embrace the JOY of this day that God has sent our way. 


