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From the Pastor... 

 Springtime.  I love almost 
everything about it (my only    
reservation has to do with       
olive pollen!).  I love the      
feeling that life is just about to 
burst forth from the soil.  I love 
the feeling of those soft     
mornings.  I love the gentle  
evenings.  I love the colors in 
the desert, even though a dear 
friend of mine says that all of  
Arizona is beige all the time. In 
the springtime, there’s just the 
feeling that something is      
happening. 

 Here at The Holy Way 
things are on the move           
also.  Trees have been trimmed 
and cleaned up.   Everything has 
been spruced up.  There is an      
excitement in the air.  The new 
pastor will be here soon!  The 
next chapter is just around the 
corner! 

 I believe that this            
excitement will find its way into 
the work and mission of the 
church.  I hope that, when 
you’re grocery shopping, you’ll 
say to yourself, “That’s a good 
price on tuna.  I’m going to buy  

 Pastor John 

My dear sisters and brothers: 

a few extra cans for the church 
food pantry.”  I hope that you’ll 
consider an extra gift to the  
Tucson Diaper Bank.  Overall, I 
hope that you’ll catch the sense 
that things are happening in the 
church, and that you’ll want to 
be a part of it. 

 I also hope that you’ll be 
active in your prayer life.  Please 
pray for the members of the 
Pastor Nominating Committee 
and for their work.  Please pray 
for the person who will become 
your new pastor.  Please pray for 
the Session and the Deacons as 
they work toward the transition 
to a new pastor.  And I’d be 
grateful for your prayers for me 
as my time here serving as your 
Interim Pastor grows shorter. 

 God is on the move 
here!  Grab hold of the           
adventure, and hold on tight! 

Richest blessings, 



  Thank you for your continued support of The Holy Way’s  
financial obligations. Blessings! 

        —Sharon Groves, Treasurer 

Lois Beckenbaugh 3-2 

David Wallien  3-2 

Al Baumrucker  3-14 

Dee Ellis   3-15 

Mary Bacon  3-17 

Staci Riegert  3-21 

Charlene Bowring 3-26 

Dearwyn Knittel 3-31 

 

Linda & Richard Swibold 3-24 

The Holy Way (36 Years) 3-31 

 Is your name ever missing from the Birthday or 

Anniversary list? Send an email to: 

Kathy@holywaytucson.org or drop in a note with 

your information and we will make sure your special 

day makes the list!  



COVID-19 UPDATE: 
GATHERED WORSHIP IS CURRENTLY SUSPENDED. DURING THIS 

TIME OF PHYSICAL SEPARATION, WE  ENCOURAGE YOU TO READ 
THE SERMONS POSTED AND ENJOY OUR WORSHIP VIDEOS ON THE 

WEBSITE:    WWW.HOLYWAYTUCSON.ORG 
Under the worship tab, click on  “online worship services” 

    Join us for Bible Study via Zoom or  phone call 

Wednesday Mornings from 9:00 a.m.– 10:00 a.m.! 

Contact Pastor John at: (John@holywaytucson.org) 

for the Invite ID or  phone number to call and let’s 

get into the word of God! 

  

 Join us every Friday morning at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom for   
Fellowship Hour Fridays!! This is a time when we can share prayer 
concerns, pray for one another, catch up on how we’re all doing, and 
see each others faces!  

 The Meeting ID for this meeting is: 940 4146 5161  

 And the Pass Code is: 403821.   

Please call me in advance if you have any questions about how to      
attend this gathering. 

        Richest blessings,    
          Pastor John 

Fellowship Hour Fridays 

http://www.holywaytucson.org


Our Recent Friend that has 

 been Witness to the  

Resurrection 

 

Gerri Barney—2/6/2021  

     

Please keep the family of our     
beloved  sister in your thoughts 

and prayers. May God's peace and 
comfort be with them. 

Mission Committee -  
     
You are all so thoughtful!   
The Altar Valley Middle School 
staff would like you to know 
how much your Valentine 

wishes meant to us...we truly 
need the extra love you sent 

during this most stressful 
year in education. We        

appreciate your continued 
support. 

-AVMS Teachers 

A Note of Thanks from 

the Teachers 

 at AVMS: 

 Thank you to those that 

have started bringing food for 

Food Bank Sundays!!  We 

welcome your donations of non

-perishable food to help our 

Food Pantry and our          

community partner, Papago 

United Presbyterian Church, 

which helps food get distributed 

to the Friends of Robles Food 

Bank. They have requested 

more CANNED MEAT along 

with the items given. Donations 

can be dropped off in the    

narthex anytime during regular 

hours. Thank you for your  

generosity! 

 If you, or someone you 

know, is currently experiencing 

difficulty purchasing food and 

the supplies needed, PLEASE 

do not hesitate to contact the 

church. 520-883-9417. Your  

request will be handled        

privately with grace and      

dignity. God Bless! 



 Just a note from your mission 

committee to let everyone know 

we are still accepting your        

aluminum cans to recycle. If    

during the past year you have 

been saving and storing your    

aluminum cans, we will be happy 

to take them off your hands! You 

can drop them off in the narthex  

anytime during regular hours. Give 

the church a quick call if you want 

to be sure someone is in the office. 

The money from the cans collected 

goes to help the Mission         

Committee fund projects. Thank 

you for your cans!! 

Got Coffee? We do! We have 

bags of Café Justo for sale in 

the narthex for $10.00/bag.  

Pick up a bag today!   

Arabica-Regular Roast 

Half Decaf/Half Reg 

Robusta-Lite roast 

Arabica Decaf 

 We are continuing to    

collect warm blankets,  jackets, 

scarves, mittens, & knit hats for 

our Warming Up Sells project. 

Pick up a pattern in the narthex 

and get knitting! There is a   

donation box in the narthex for 

your donations. Thank you for 

helping keep the people of Sells 

warm! 



If you haven’t gotten your appointment yet for the vaccine, you can register 
online for different locations.  

Registering for the vaccine: 

Go to: Pima.gov 

In the search bar enter: vaccine 

Click on the first link to register for the location you want. 

Pima County Vaccination Centers 
People who qualify can be vaccinated at TMC, Banner Kino, Banner North (up 

through March 4th) or at Tucson Convention Center. Tucson Convention     
Center parking is free.   

Banner-North at Cancer Center (Pfizer and Moderna)                   
(Closing March 4 and consolidating with Banner South)  

Drive-through (3838 N Campbell Ave, BLDG 2) 
Banner-South Kino Stadium (Moderna only) 

Drive-through (2500 E. Ajo Way) 
Tucson Medical Center (Pfizer and Moderna)  

Drive-through (Lot 29, 2597 N. Wyatt Dr.) 
Tucson Convention Center (Moderna only) 

Walk-through (260 S. Church Ave.) 
 
Telephone assistance for registration at TMC and TCC: (520) 222-0119 
New hours as of Feb. 5: Monday-Sunday, 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
As of now, an email address is required to register online.  
Registration for Banner (833) 509-0908 

   Tips for Making an Appointment Online:  
 Setting an appointment may go more quickly if: 

• You use a desktop or laptop, not a mobile device 
• You use Chrome, Edge, or Firefox browsers 

• You have your insurance card handy (if you have insurance) 
 

Why You Need An Appointment: 
Because vaccine availability remains limited at this time, we must use every 

dose on hand to protect the highest risk populations. Appointments also allow 
the public to schedule vaccinations when it best fits their schedule and ensures 
vaccination events go more smoothly and have the right number of doses on 

hand, to avoid waste.  
 

If you are having difficulty getting an appointment, Janie Saxton has graciously 
volunteered to help. You can call her at: 612-387-7756. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/3838+N+Campbell+Ave,+Tucson,+AZ+85719/@32.2765477,-110.9453599,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86d6722eb564a12b:0x1757fdb9208c5692!8m2!3d32.2765477!4d-110.9431659
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2500+E+Ajo+Way,+Tucson,+AZ+85713/@32.1742523,-110.9377071,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86d67a9a772320a7:0x84b53c13828e0e95!8m2!3d32.1759842!4d-110.9372516
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/2597+N+Wyatt+Dr,+Tucson,+AZ+85712/@32.254657,-110.8842353,17z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x86d66e38d573c41b:0xe953d8628ecc3c0b!2m2!1d-110.8820413!2d32.254657
https://www.google.com/maps/place/260+S+Church+Ave,+Tucson,+AZ+85701/@32.2179296,-110.9761425,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86d670e0a1050b3f:0x2190752dd233a61c!8m2!3d32.2179296!4d-110.9739485


 Well, another month has past 
since our last update. You will be 
glad to know that we achieved 
the goal we set in the February     
newsletter – we now have a  
recommendation for our new   
installed pastor! It turns out this 
candidate was our top choice, 
and most important, both your 
PNC and this candidate feel 
strongly that God has been  
leading both of us to this       
moment in the history of The  
Holy Way. Our prayer is that 
each of you will also come to the 
same conclusion. You might also 
like to know that the choice of 
this candidate was unanimous – 
with enthusiasm - from each      
active  member of the PNC.  

 While we are in the process of 
finalizing the terms of call, our 
task now shifts to preparing    
information for you, the        
congregation, to review our   
recommendation and then to 
vote. The ultimate approval for 
this candidate and the terms of 
call rests with each church     
member in our congregation. 
You will be receiving information 
on this process in the near      
future.   Stay tuned! 

 Have you noticed anything 
different about the look of the 
church from Ajo as you drive by 
The Holy Way? Well, a number of 
improvements were made in   
February. For one thing, lighting 
was restored to our monument 
sign board and to the cross. Then 
trees that obscured the view of 
these signs and the name of our 
church on the north side of the 
sanctuary building were removed 
or pruned back thanks to the hard 
work of Maggie and Cuyler Diggs. 
Back near the barn, the old     
children’s swings, climbing gym, 
etc. were taken down due to  
safety concerns from equipment 
coming apart exposing rusty nails, 
screws and lots of splinters with 
thanks to Dennis Toresdahl.       
Finally, Rick Dees swung by with 
his dump truck and hauled all the 
debris and tree trimmings to the 
dump.  

 We are also evaluating      
estimates to replace the plexiglass 
and yellowed panels with supports 
for the block letters in the       
monument sign as well as         
replacing the broken block letters 
on the church name signage. 
Lastly, we are getting estimates to 
upgrade our audio/visual      
equipment so we can eventually 
live stream our Sunday worship 
service for remote viewing. We 
want our church buildings and 
grounds to be in top notch      
condition for our new pastor! 

  If anyone would like to be a 
part of this  effort and the other           
responsibilities of the Building 
and Grounds Committee, please    
contact either Terry Saxton or 
Larry Rawlings. 

News From the 

PNC- March 2021 



Thoughts about Color: Aberration on Display 
Alfonso Valenzuela February 20, 2021 

 
 We are ending the second month of the year in which we honor our African 
American sisters and brothers—Black History Month. In celebrating their heritage, 
history of oppression, survival and many contributions to our nation, images of the  
upheaval that erupted after numerous police brutality cases, come to mind. The tragic 
death of George Floyd last May, was one too many for Blacks to remain silent and 
idle, but take to the streets in great numbers.  
 
 The Black Lives Matter Movement is not an anomaly, but a bleak reminder that 
skin color continues to give rise to the most evil of human impulses. Eight months   
after “The Knee Incident” in Minneapolis, Minnesota, a raging, blood-thirsty mob of 
insurrectionists took over our nation’s capital. Viewers of the news coverage were 
captivated by vivid images of life-threatening assaults on people meeting to carry out 
their constitutional duties.  
 
 It is safe to conclude that a majority of our population could not believe the 
frightful sight and denounced the perpetrators. Likewise, reasonable human beings 
would surmise that thuggish behavior by the intruders is directly related to race…and 
color. Discrimination, bigotry and racism are concepts that have been kept alive by 
those who “fear the unknown,” as thought by some mental health professionals. But, 
do we need a degree in psychology or psychiatry to suspect or detect selected or    
preferential treatment by “people of another color?” 
 
 Watching Bob Ross on PBS, holding his palette of colors in his left hand while 
softly narrating to his viewers, one cannot help admire the dexterity he employs with a 
variety of brushes and colors. Deftly, he takes a little of one color, mixes it with       
another, picks up a knife or blade and does his magic on the canvas. In a short time, 
this “Wizard” uses a wide range of colors that he singularly blends to give each   
painting authenticity. All colors are important to him as he demonstrates his joy, skill, 
knowledge and experience—magical artistry at its best. 
 
 On February 10, 2017, Holy Way held a fundraiser—a talent show—featuring 
several members and choir singers. One piece of the program was De Colores, a    
popular Spanish song that has an interesting history dating back to the 16th Century, 
which became an integral part of the civil rights movement in the 70s. Instrumental 
music and song gave impetus to this mass movement, uniting Native Americans,    
Mexicans, Chicanos, African Americans, Asians, and Pacific Islanders. Joan Baez, a 
popular and well-known folksinger, and guitarist was one of many artists who         
recorded this beautiful song at the time. 
 
Indeed, this song is about gratitude for all that exists in this world and finding ways to 
co-exist with each other, regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, sex or politi-
cal orientation. The colors, with which Mother Nature has endowed us, are inclusive 
and symbolic of the sacredness and richness of our distinctive cultures and history. 
Like the rainbow, flowers, birds, rooster, chicken and baby chicks in the lyrics of De 
Colores, we blend in a harmonious, colorful and beautiful composition. 
De Colores is also associated with children’s songs, an excellent resource for teaching 
them about cultural diversity. Today, this composition benefits our current socio-
political and economic environment, as we grapple with critical issues affecting com-



Thoughts about Color: Aberration on Display-Continued 
Alfonso Valenzuela February 20, 2021 

 
  
 Indeed, this song is about gratitude for all that exists in this world and finding 
ways to co-exist with each other, regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, sex 
or political orientation. The colors, with which Mother Nature has endowed us, are  
inclusive and symbolic of the sacredness and richness of our distinctive cultures and 
history. Like the rainbow, flowers, birds, rooster, chicken and baby chicks in the lyrics 
of De Colores, we blend in a harmonious, colorful and beautiful composition. 
 
 De Colores is also associated with children’s songs, an excellent resource for    
teaching them about cultural diversity. Today, this composition benefits our current 
socio-political and economic environment, as we grapple with critical issues affecting 
communities of color. The lyrics speak to unifying, not dividing, about respecting,   
loving and honoring others who share this world with us. De Colores is about 
“expressing the joy of living and exalting the beauties of creation.”And, on the eve of 
another spring season, signaling rebirth, a flourishing of life in all its forms, this   
popular folk song aptly highlights these concepts. 
 
 Whether it is Bob Ross extolling the virtues of Mother Nature in all its wonder, 
filling our world with an abundance of rich, vivid and breath-taking color; or,         
suddenly seeing a beautiful rainbow appear on the horizon; or putting together a 
scrumptious meal with a wide variety of vegetables, fruits, nuts, herbs of all shapes, 
sizes, colors, tastes and fragrances; or singing a song about a rainbow in the         
background of a meadow, transformed into a beautiful mosaic of flowers of all shapes, 
sizes, colors, luring birds of all kinds, shapes and colors, we cannot deny the many 
miracles we witness each waking day. Might not we too embrace all colors of the   
Human Race in our daily lives, even when and if, we face crises? Could an oft-quoted 
saying someone said some time, somewhere be more explicit? Color me Love, Color 
me Love.  
 

 How fitting to end this entry, with a line from De Colores: Y por eso los 

grandes amores de muchos colores me gustan a mí. And that's why the many colors 

of love are the greatest, and the ones I love the most.  
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