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 My wife, Robin, and I, along with our 
daughter, Britney, and son-in-law, Ryan, wish to 
thank all of you for joining us in celebrating the 
birth of our first granddaughter, Haddie Rae, on 
November 3, in Nashville, TN. Your excitement 
about her birth, your prayers for her and her    
parents, and your requests for Robin and me to 
show you photos of the most perfect baby in the 
world all deepen our joy at this amazing gift from 
our loving and hope-filled God. 

 This incredible experience of a whole new 
generation being born into our families has   
landed us at the cusp of a new season of Advent. 
We hear anew the promise of a light which will 
overcome all darkness and despair. We celebrate 
the promise of the reign of God bringing justice 
and righteousness into a world which cries out for 
both. We trust our lives to the promise of liberty 
for those held captive, sight for the blind, hearing 
for the deaf, food for the hungry, healing for the 
sick, and economic security for the impoverished. 
Oh, how we wait…. Oh, how we’ve worked and 
battled against those formidable forces which still 
rage against the promises we remember during 
Advent. 

My friend, Paul, made a profound        
observation as we were listening to the radio on 
our way to COPE where he’d be meeting with his 
employment specialist as she coaches him along 
the slow, unmarked road toward secure housing 
and improved economic conditions. As the   
Beatles played Yesterday on the radio, and Paul 
McCartney sang the familiar refrain – “I believe 
in yesterday” – Paul said, “Not me. I believe in 
tomorrow.” There is Advent: God’s promises 
breaking through pain and brokenness, through 
the lies and the cruelty, past the  damage  and  the  

scars of yesterday. We currently live among the 
scattered “not yets” of today. We believe in    
tomorrow; our hearts and our identities are all in 
with God’s tomorrow. Our family continues to 
float on the wonder and joy of an almost month-
old baby girl, chockful of so many yet-to-be-
discovered tomorrows, a gurgling bundle of   
unpredictable, God-inspired hope! Believing in 
God’s tomorrow completely changes the colors, 
the tastes, the feels, and the meaning of today: 
“not yet, but coming”. “He will be named    
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal    
Father, Prince of Peace.” Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come.  



    Thank you to each of you who have made a commitment for next year. It helps our leaders 
make plans for the coming  year, not only financially, but also knowing willing helpers are there 
to give support. 

For those that would like the remaining balance of their pledges on their Estimates of 
Giving for 2018, please contact Gerry Pearson 520-850-2487. 

                                                                                 -Gerry Pearson, Treasurer 

December Anniversaries 

    Carol & George Hearn      12-23 

    Jennifer & DJ Blaine      12-29 

December Birthdays 

Anita Parsil    12-2 

Joan Valenzuela  12-3 

Mooneen Ringenberg 12-5 

Paul Sessler   12-5 

Andy Thomas  12-9 

Joel Mattson  12-11 

Rev. Ed Parsil  12-12 

Dorie Scott   12-23 

Marv Knittel  12-24 

Beverly Malmberg  12-27 

Richard Swibold  12-27 
                   12-4: National Sock Day 

    12-5: National Ninja Day 

           12-13: National Violin Day  

12-16: National Chocolate-covered anything Day 

12-7: National Hard Candy Day 

      12-27: National Fruitcake Day 

Fun Days in December: 



 Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in the conference room.  

 Chancel Choir meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  

 The Women’s Advent Tea will meet on Saturday, December 1, at 11:00 a.m. 

 The Worship Committee will meet on Sunday, December 2, at 10:30 a.m. 

 The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, December 4, at 10:30 a.m.  

 Stephen Ministry Supervision Peer Group will meet on Wednesday,             

 December 5, at 9:00 a.m. 

 The Advent Study: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel will meet Wednesday,     

Dec. 5, Dec. 12, & Dec. 19 at 2:00 p.m. 

 The Men’s Breakfast will meet at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, Dec 6, & Dec. 20, at 

Little Mexico Steakhouse.  

 The Board of Deacons will meet on Sunday, December 9, at 10:30 a.m. 

 Session will meet on Tuesday, December 11, at 4:30 pm. 

 The Mission Committee will meet on Wednesday, December 12, at 4:00 p.m. 

 The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is on Monday, Dec. 24 at 6:00 p.m. 

 



 On Sunday, December 2, we begin our 

celebration of the four-Sunday season of    

Advent. During Advent, we not only look 

back in history to the birth of Jesus to Mary 

and  Joseph, but we also look forward to the 

time when God’s kingdom and God’s      

promises will be realized in their fulfillment. 

We remember, give thanks, and look forward 

as we name the four traditional Advent 

themes: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. We will 

light one new candle every Sunday, see their 

beams growing stronger, until we ultimately 

light the Christ candle on the Advent wreath 

on Christmas Eve. Darkness doesn’t stand a 

chance against the Light of the world, Jesus 

Christ.  

Season of Advent Begins  

 Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

will be on Monday, December 24, at 6 p.m. 

We will hear the familiar Christmas story as 

recorded in the Bible, sing cherished      

Christmas carols, be enriched by special     

musical pieces, and behold how light        

overcomes the dark of night as we disperse the 

candlelight to one another. Your friends and 

families are invited to attend this profoundly 

moving and meaningful worship service. If 

you need transportation to the service, please 

contact the church office by December 18.  

 This Advent we are exploring the 

meaning of four popular Advent hymns: 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus; Let All 

Mortal Flesh Keep Silence; O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel; and In the Bleak        

Midwinter. Each week we will explore 

scripture, discuss the importance of each 

hymn, learn about the hymn writers...and 

then sing!! It doesn’t matter what your   

singing ability is--come, share and sing!  

Advent Study:  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Dec. 5, Dec. 12 & Dec. 19 
2:00-3:00pm  

in the Conference Room 

Office Christmas Schedule 

 

 The church office will be closed for 

the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, and 

for the time in between. Since our normal 

hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-12 

noon, this means that the church office 

(Kathy’s availability for church business) 

will be closed from noon on Thursday,     

December 20 until Wednesday, January 2, at 

8 a.m. 

 



 As many of you are aware, The Holy 
Way Presbyterian Church has a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry that is managed by the Deacons. We 
are just a small part of the overall prayer shawl 
ministry. The prayer shawl ministry was started 
in 1998 by Janet Severi Bristow and Victoria 
Galo. More information on its beginnings,     
history, patterns, prayers, and outreach is on 
their web site: www.shawlministry.com.            

 In 1998, Janet Bristow wrote that 
“Shawls . . . made for centuries universal and 
embracing, symbolic of an inclusive,              
unconditionally loving, God. They wrap, enfold, 
comfort, cover, give solace, mother, hug, shelter 
and beautify. Those who have received these 
shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if 
given wings to fly above their troubles . . . .” 
                                                                   
 The individuals who craft the shawls say 
prayers for the recipients, and give a final   
blessing as the shawl is completed. Once the 
shawl is passed onto someone in need, the  
blessing ripples forward. The shawl blesses both 
the giver and the receiver. 

 
 Although any pattern or shape of shawl 
can be considered a prayer shawl, they can be 
made with some symbolism: a pattern or threes: 
the Trinity, past-present-future, mind-body-
spirit, three primary colors make up all the    
colors, birth-life-death, and many, many others. 
The original pattern was a series of three   
stitches. There are many free patterns that can 
be found on the internet. 
Shawls are shared with those who have major 
stressors in life—losses, medical issues. They 
can also be shared with individuals who have 
great celebrations in life. The end goal is to   
provide comfort and enjoy God’s healing energy 
that the shawl represents. 

 Our shawls are donated by individuals in 
the congregation to promote the sharing of the 
healing energy they represent. If any of you 
know of someone who has not received a   
prayer shawl in the past but could benefit from 
one, please let any of the Deacons or the office 
know about this person. If you would be        
interested in delivering shawls, we would also 
love to hear from you. 
                                      -Submitted by Dee Ellis 

 Have you received a prayer shawl in 
the past? What has it meant to you? 
We’ve heard some informal comments from 
a few individuals who have received the 
shawls. I would very much like to hear from 
you. I would like to post comments in the 
Holy Way Newsletter throughout the year—
anonymous, of course. If you are interested 
in sharing your thoughts, please send these 
to the church office, or email to me at: 
dmtrellis@comcast.net. 
            -Submitted by Dee Ellis 

A Note to  

Prayer Shawl Recipients  

A Postcard from Kori 
Our Young Adult Volunteer in New York 
City, Kori Robbins, with whom we’ve been 
linked by the YAV staff for prayer support 
and encouragement, sent us a recent       
postcard. She writes: 

The sights and sound of the city draw me like 
no other. I’m definitely enjoying this         
opportunity to serve others and get to know 
a new community. Thank you for walking 
this journey with me! 

If you’d like to learn more about Kori’s    
adventures in service and in the Big Apple, 
read her recent blog at:                         
https://beautyandabook3.wordpress.com/. 

http://www.shawlministry.com/
mailto:dmtrellis@comcast.net


Warming Up Sells 

 It's that time of year when our church 

makes a special effort to contribute warm 

clothing and blankets to our Sells' friends. 

Sells is the capital of the Tohono O'odham 

nation, about 60 miles west on Ajo. 

Hand knitted or crocheted hats and scarves 

are also appreciated. 

There is a container in the Ranch House for 

contributions.     Thank you! 

         -Rosalie Baumrucker and Don Kimball 

 The Deacons would like to thank the       

members of the congregation for bringing 

toys to fill the boxes at the front of the     

sanctuary.  We have delivered two loads to 

the Drexel Heights Fire Department so far. 

We hope to be able to deliver at least one 

more. The end of the project is to gather with 

members of the community to wrap the 

toys.  This will happen on Friday, December 

21 in the multipurpose room of Mountainside 

Village at 9:00 a.m. There will be a sign up 

sheet in the narthex on Sunday December 9 

and December 16. We hope to have several 

people participate in the finale of this        

project.  If you have any questions, please call 

Jeannie Hollis at 578-7650.  

 We invite you to the Ranch House after 

worship on December 9th for our Pop-Up  

Sunday School on “Desert Gardening.”     

Master Gardener Hank Verbais will speak 

about the challenges of gardening in the     

Sonoran Desert, and offer suggestions for 

planting, fertilizing, and what kinds of plants 

(and vegetables) to select. He will also      

highlight the benefits of container gardening. 

Presentation will begin at 11:00 am, so plan to 

linger with your coffee and goodies and soak 

up this master gardener’s expertise!  

December 9 Pop-Up 
 Sunday School 

“Desert Gardening” 

Save the Date: 
 

January 13, 2019 
Pop-Up Sunday School with  

Dr. Tom Miller 
“Us vs. Them: 

Why they are all wrong, we are so 
right, and I am not sure about you” 

Christmas Project 



 Join us for a special worship service the first Sunday of the Christmas     

season, December 30. We will focus our attention on favorite Christmas carols 

and scripture, and hear a family-friendly story by theologian Barbara Brown   

Taylor. There will be no Sunday School this day, so we encourage children to     

remain in worship to sing with us. Afterwards, we’ll gather in the Ranch House as 

usual for coffee and cookies. We encourage you to bring your leftover    

Christmas cookies to share with others!  

“Carols & Cookies” 
December 30 

“Come Away with Me” 
Women’s Retreat Saturday, January 19, 2019  

Amado, AZ  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m 
 

Registration opens December 1st! Please pick up a form in the   

narthex and plan to join us for the Annual Women’s Retreat. We will 

spend the day  exploring what it means to use our gifts at any stage in 

life, and have time to create and strengthen bonds with our fellow 

sisters in Christ.  



 The Christmas tradition of Las Posadas (Spanish for “lodging”) dates to the         

sixteenth century. It is celebrated chiefly in Mexico and among some people of Mexican 

descent in the United States. Traditionally observed from December 16 to 24, this nine-day 

festival reflects the nine months of Mary’s pregnancy Although it began as a Catholic    

tradition that included a novena (special prayers for nine days), the celebration is now   

embraced by Protestants with emphasis on the reading of scripture and sharing of carols. 

Its themes of pilgrimage and hospitality encourage the church to extend welcome to       

immigrants, refugees, and persons who experience homelessness. 

 

 Our mission partner, Frontera de Cristo, hosts a “Posada Sin                       

Fronteras” (Lodging Without Borders)” every December. This year we will be joining 

them for this special tradition! Pastor Elizabeth has rented a 15-passenger van so we can all 

travel together. We will depart Holy Way at 1:30pm on Tuesday, December 18. The 

posada takes place on both sides of the border, and we will walk/ride on the U.S. side until 

the very end when we’ll walk across the border for a fiesta at the new Migrant Resource 

Center. Afterwards we’ll walk back to Douglas and enjoy dinner together at the Blueberry 

Cafe (they are opening just for us and the YAVs). The cost to participate is $25/person 

and includes transportation and dinner. If you would like to sign up, please email    

Elizabeth at elizabeth@holywaytucson.org or put your name on the sign-up sheet in the 

narthex. Space is limited and the registration deadline is December 11. If you would 

like more specifics about the amount of walking involved, please talk with Elizabeth.  

Posada Sin Fronteras 
Tuesday, December 18 

Douglas, Arizona / Agua Prieta, Sonora 

mailto:elizabeth@holywaytucson.org


For those of you who are thinking about where to make your contributions which will qualify for    
an Arizona Tax Credit, there are two mission partners of Holy Way which qualify: 

Altar Valley Middle School: The Altar Valley address is: Altar Valley School District #51, Attn: 

District Business Office, 10105 S. Sasabe Rd., Tucson, AZ 85736. Gifts can be made to either 

Robles Elementary or Altar Valley Middle Schools. Information is posted on the district website: 

http://altarvalleyschools.org/index.cfm?pID=1658. 

Interfaith Community Services (ICS): Contributions can be mailed to the Main Office: 2820 W. 

Ina Road, Tucson, AZ 85741, or made online at www.icstucson.org.  

http://altarvalleyschools.org/index.cfm?pID=1658
http://www.icstucson.org


Session Highlights from October 16, 2018 

Advent Study “O Come, O Come, Emanuel” – four-week study on advent hymns and scripture 
will meet Wednesdays at 2 p.m. beginning November 26 and ending December 19. 
 
Winter Study “Half-truths” a five-week study by Adam Hamilton will meet Tuesdays at 1 pm. 
Beginning January 8 and ending February 5. 
 
Lenten study – Simon Peter. Class will meet Tuesdays at 1 p.m. beginning March 12 and ending 
April 6. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Buildings and grounds: United Fire will repair leak in fire sprinkler system, then roof will be    
repaired. Insurance has been contacted. 
 
Christian education: 
Sunday School had an average of five youth per Sunday during month of September.  The good 
Deed project was completed with 92 good deeds. 
 
Congregational Life: 
All are invited to a DNA dinner on November 7th at 5:30. It is a potluck of ethnic dishes with 
memory sharing after dinner.  Looking for Host families for Thanksgiving. Having a card shower 
for Lyle Olmstead and Chuck Sayers. 
 
Finance/Stewardship: 
Will have a four-week stewardship program entitled “Each Gift Counts” with three-minute 
presentations at each Sunday Service.  Budget will be presented in December for approval. 
 
Mission Committee: 
Regular meetings will be the second Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Will be meeting in members’ homes. 
 
Worship: 
Will put in newsletter and bulletin the meaning of the colors for the paraments. Pastor Elizabeth is 
planning a Christmas theme for December 30 entitled “Carols and Cookies”. Christmas Eve     
service will be Monday, December 24th at 6 pm.   
 
 
Session minutes, in their entirety, are posted on the bulletin board in the Ranch House. 
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