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Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,  

but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  

Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned 

to dismiss her quietly.  

But just when he had resolved to do this,  

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  

 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.”  

 

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.”  

 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;  

he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;  

and he named him Jesus. 

 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we hear that love cannot wait. 

Like Hope, Peace and Joy, love cannot and should not wait. 

The world needs it now! 

So as we anxiously await the coming of the Christ child, we wonder, what does love require of us? 

 

Well, if we only went by commercials or Hallmark movies, we could be fooled into thinking that 

love is easy. 

That all it takes is the right gift or warmly decorated living room or perfectly lit tree or delicious 

family meal around the table--to show love.  

Our cultural understanding of Christmas can trick us into thinking that love is just about having fun 

with our favorite people.  
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Or being a little nicer. Or a little more patient.  

But when we dig a little deeper into the Biblical Christmas story, we see that love requires 

courage.  
Love might demand that we make hard choices, choices that could set us apart.  

Just think about the human parents to whom Jesus arrives. 

 

Last week we heard about Mary, the young, unwed woman who decides to joyfully follow God’s 

plan for her and bravely carries the Christ child, no matter the reputation she might gain.  

This week we hear of Joseph, the man who’s faced with following the law...or following his heart. 

Joseph can leave Mary behind...or embrace her and the child in her womb. 

The law of the land would let Joseph off the hook, if he wanted. 

The law of the land would put Mary at risk, if he let it. 

But he doesn’t. 

He won’t. 

And he makes his choice.  

 

In choosing Mary, and the son he goes on to name, Jesus, Joseph chooses love.  

Joseph models what it means to embrace the love of God by making the hard choice. 

Joseph shows us what it means to be courageous.  

 

When was the last time you made a brave choice for love? 

When was the last time you mustered all your courage because you knew it was the only way to 

respond to God’s call? 

When was the last time you made the unpopular choice to love as God loves? 

 

Friends, if love cannot wait, then we cannot wait to be courageous this Christmas. 

 

We cannot wait to befriend the person everyone else wants you to ignore. 

We cannot wait to be the one to show kindness.  

We cannot wait to offer a helping hand. A warm blanket. 

We cannot wait to share our abundance so that others might have a full meal.  

We cannot wait to stand up to bullies who insist on making others feel small.  

We cannot wait to fight against systems that keep a few wealthy and everyone else 

grasping for crumbs. 

We cannot wait to move beyond our differences and begin to see the other as a living, breathing 

human being.  

We cannot wait to love those that God loves--the poor, the vulnerable, the stranger.  

This is what the Christmas story is all about-- 

God’s Love breaking into the world, dwelling among us, and calling us to love others as we have 

been loved! 
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Love cannot wait this Advent. 

Love cannot wait this Christmas season. 

And like Mary and Joseph, we have to be courageous. 

 

So how will you be courageous this week? 

How will your love be brave this Christmas? 

Will you make amends with a family member? 

Will you accept an apology and start over with a friend? 

Will you keep showing up for the person who needs you most? 

Will you befriend a stranger?  

Show kindness to the person on the street? 

 

Courageous love looks different for everybody, but most likely the call to show it will come at an 

inconvenient time. 

But don’t ignore it. 

Don’t overlook the chance to do the right thing.  

We can’t wait for everything to feel right and perfect and safe before we show love. 

That’s just not how God’s call works.  

God’s call to us is urgent!  
So love fiercely. Today. 

Be brave. Today. 

Love with courage. 

Love with kindness. 

Love today. 

It cannot wait. 

It should not wait. 

So how will your love be brave this Christmas? 

 

I want to close with another prayer by Sarah Are.  

This was today’s entry in our Advent Devotional, What Can’t Wait.  
 

When people talk about love 

They talk about heartbreak. 

They talk about the love that 

got away, 

And the love that left them longing. 

 

When people talk about love 

Rarely do they say, “be brave.” 
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I wish they would. 

To love is to pull the oxygen from 

your lungs and to say, 

“Here, take a breath.” 

To love is to come out from hiding, 

To allow the light to shine on you. 

To love is to wear your heart outside 

of your body— 

Fingers crossed that the holder 

handles it with care. 

To love is to trust that sometimes 

hurt and pain come with the 

territory, 

But you’re going to love anyway. 

So love anyway. 

 

Love like there’s no tomorrow. 

Love as if love is not a scarcity. 

Love like Mary, who cradled a baby 

amidst the threat of being stoned. 

And love like Joseph, who took a 

child in that he knew was not 

his own. 

 

Of course I say all of this because 

I need to hear it too. 

There are dusty corners of my heart 

that I still protect— 

Love stored up like grain 

While the world is in famine. 

 

So the next time you see me, 

Remind me to be brave. 

The next time you see me, 

Invite me to stand in the light 

with you. 

The next time you see me, 

Handle with care and maybe, 

Just maybe, 

We’ll find a holy and wild 
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Love that won’t wait. 

 

When people talk about love 

They talk about heartbreak. 

Rarely do they say, “be brave.” 

I wish they would. 

 

In the spirit of the season, may we show courageous love this Christmas. 

Amen. 

 


