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 In the aftermath of Hurricane        
Florence, seeing the terrible, life-threatening 
winds and floods and destruction wrought by 
such fierce natural forces. As so many       
persons of good conscience are deeply     
troubled by forces which downplay human 
rights, ignore the incriminating truths, defend 
personal positions through the mistreatment 
of others, and fuel fears in order to             
manipulate followers. At a time when        
personal prayer lists mount with new          
diagnoses and treatments of cancer, with    
another spouse or loved one starting on the 
long, painful journey of grief, or another  
weary soul struggling in the battle against the 
unrelenting darkness of depression or         
addiction or trauma. The church of believers 
of Jesus Christ might appear so helpless. A 
congregation at prayer might seem so trivial. 
A little effort here, a word or two of           
encouragement there, or a random act of 
thoughtfulness might not amount to much. 

But I want to remind us and direct our 
attention toward a greater force that has     
carried people through the recovery and     
rebuilding after the storm. The force that has 
pushed through the walls of despair and  
darkness. The force that has gently, patiently, 
purposefully guided countless grievers to 
brighter and lighter stretches of new life. The 
force is real, and the force has been entrusted 
to us. The force is love. 

 

It is the gift we’ve inherited as the 
church. It goes on and on, inward and      
outward, working its subtle miracles,  
whether we recognize it or notice it at all. 
Love provides the power to get people 
through the worst circumstances, carry them 
up over the worst of life’s falls, ignite a light 
within the darkest abyss. It’s not money or 
status or branding or breeding or cleverness 
or sheer will power that holds up through 
life’s worst. It’s love. It’s the promise. 
“Love never fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:8) 

So when people in positions of power 
fall short or fail entirely. When storms hit 
and pummel, whether flood or hurricane, 
disease or death. When life turns sour and 
the future fills with uncertainty. There is 
love. Yield to its force. Notice it’s there: 
quiet, patient, purposeful, accessible. Hold 
onto it. Trust it. Obey it. Enjoy it. We’ve got 
it; so give it. God has not given up on us yet: 
I’m convinced, by the evidence of the force 
of love persistently alive in this world. I see 
it everyday in my perch as Pastor; its saving 
power. Nothing can separate us from God’s 
love in Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:38) 



    A check for $470 was given to the Southern AZ Community Diaper Bank. Thank you 

to  all who made this generous contribution possible.                                                                                     

          -Gerry Pearson, Treasurer 

Judy & David Miller 10-4 

Laura & Mike Stafford 10-5 

Betty Reichlein  10-3 

Kathy Americano  10-5 

Jeannie Hollis  10-6 

Ruth Parsil   10-11 

Gloria Stowell  10-17 

John Lambe   10-23  

Sherri Atleson  10-31  

    10-1: National Hair Day 

    10-4: National Golf Lover’s Day 

10-8: National Fluffer-nutter  Day 

10-17: National Pasta Day 

10-23: National Boston Cream Pie Day 

                    10-29: National Cat Day 

  10-29: National Oatmeal Day  



 Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in the conference room.  

 Chancel Choir meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  

 The Worship Committee will meet on Sunday, October 7, at 10:30 a.m. 

 The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 9, at 10:15 a.m.  

 The Board of Deacons will meet on Sunday, October 14, at 10:30 a.m. 

 Stephen Ministry Supervision Peer Group will meet on Wednesday,             

 October 3, and Wednesday, October 24, at 9:00 a.m. 

 Session will meet on Tuesday, October 16, at 4:30 pm. 

 

 Dinners in the Ranch House will resume in November. 

 Lunch And Games will meet Wednesday, October 31, at noon. The menu 

will be sandwich loaf, fruit and dessert.         ($5 Suggested donation). 

Special Congregational Meeting  

 On Sunday, October 28, at the conclusion of our worship service, the Session has 
called for a Congregational Meeting to elect four ruling elders and four deacons to the 
Class of 2021 and two deacons to the Class of 2019. The Nominating Committee is actively 
praying, discerning, and approaching those members of the congregation who may be 
called to serve in these positions. May God continue to bless Holy Way with willing,      
talented, and faithful leaders!  



 In October, our monthly Hymnsings 
will resume on the first Sunday of each 
month, led by our new Director of Music, 
Thomas Alcaraz, and accompanied by our 
pianist, Astrid Chan. Thomas will invite the 
congregation to call out a hymn number, of 
which we will then sing the first verse. The 
Hymnsing will begin at 9:20 a.m. in the 
sanctuary.  

 On Sunday, October 7, The Holy 
Way will join with other churches around 
the world, at different tables, celebrating 
our one Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, on World Communion Sunday. In 
order to bring that world “flavor” into our 
celebration, we will be serving a variety of 
ethnic breads at our table from which each 
worshipper may select. In order to make 
each choice of bread available, we will  
receive communion by intinction that 
morning. We will all be invited to come 
forward to the table where the communion 
servers will each be offering one of the 
breads, or a cup, for the bread to be dipped 
into. Those who are not able to come     
forward will have the breads and cup 
brought to them. We look forward to this 
special worship service, as the Lord joins 
our diversity together as one body.  

What is Bring Your Bible to School Day? 
Bring Your Bible to School Day is an event 
sponsored by Focus on the Family for students 
all over the nation. This year it’s happening 
on Thursday, Oct 4. On that day, thousands of 
students will celebrate religious freedom—and 
share God’s hope with their friends—by taking 
a simple action: bringing their Bible to 
school. Last year, 500,000 students              
participated, and this year, at the fifth annual 
event, thousands more are expected to join the 
movement!                               

Participating in the event is easy!!                                                                                         
Students can sign up to participate and receive 
free, downloadable guides. Elementary, teen, 
and parent/pastor editions are available. Don’t 
delay--the event is fast approaching!  

For more information and to sign up,       
visit BringYourBible.org. 

Thank you so much to those that set-up, 
clean-up and bring goodies for Coffee Hour 
after worship. You are greatly appreciated! 
Goodies are always needed and welcomed. 
Some items will be used right away and 
some may be kept frozen for another      
Sunday. Please leave goodies where we can 
see them so they don’t get overlooked! 
Thank you in advance for those delicious 
treats! 

Coffee Hour  

https://www.bringyourbible.org/?utm_source=bringyourbible.com&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=vanityURLredirects2016
https://www.bringyourbible.org/?utm_source=bringyourbible.com&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=vanityURLredirects2016
https://focusonthefamily.webconnex.com/co-oct4-bybts2018?refcd=650001&visitorid=6a98e7e7-17f7-4c67-ae44-cfe6307caae0&extra_data=%7B%7D
https://focusonthefamily.webconnex.com/co-oct4-bybts2018?refcd=650001&visitorid=6a98e7e7-17f7-4c67-ae44-cfe6307caae0&extra_data=%7B%7D
https://focusonthefamily.webconnex.com/co-oct4-bybts2018?refcd=138602&visitorid=6a98e7e7-17f7-4c67-ae44-cfe6307caae0&extra_data=%7B%7D
http://https/www.bringyourbible.org/?utm_source=bringyourbible.com&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=vanityURLredirects2016


Greeter/Usher Teams 

The Board of Deacons expresses      
gratitude for the many persons who volunteer 
to serve as Greeters and Ushers on Sunday 
morning. These folks are the ones who greet 
you at the front doors, greet you with a bulletin 
as you enter the sanctuary, bring microphones 
during announcements and first-time visitor 
introductions, receive offerings during the    
offertory, and make sure the sanctuary is 
picked up before and after worship. We are  
also grateful for the Deacons who have been 
active in recruiting Greeters and Ushers week 
after week. 

In the new year, beginning in January, 
the Deacons will be experimenting with a new 
way of organizing our Greeter/Usher           
volunteers. We will be inviting folks to serve 
as four-member teams on a specific Sunday of 
the month (first Sunday, second Sunday, etc.) 
for a three-month period (January-March, April
-June, etc.). This will relieve the workload of 
the one assigned to find Greeters and Ushers, 
and also help our volunteers anticipate when 
they will be expected to help, months in       
advance. 

We will begin organizing this new  
model with those persons who have served in 
the past. We will also maintain a list of folks 
who are willing to serve as substitutes when 
something comes up which prevents a team 
member from serving on any particular       
Sunday. This new way of organizing our     
volunteers might sound complicated at first, 
but we hope it becomes a much simpler system 
when we become familiar with it. Information 
will soon be distributed to those persons who 
will be asked to serve during the winter months 
of January through March. If you have not 
served as a Greeter or Usher but are interested 
in learning about doing so, please contact 
Kathy in the church office. 

Worship Assistants 

The Board of Deacons is also grateful 
for those who are willing to serve as Worship 
Assistants. These are the folks who assist our 
pastors in leading Sunday worship when either 
Pastor Ray or Pastor Elizabeth is not present. 
Don Kimball is the Deacon who    recruits our 
Worship Assistants. If you would like to be a 
Worship Assistant or learn more about it, 
please contact Don, or contact Kathy in the 
church office. 

 Our next New Members Class will be 
on Sunday, October 21, after worship. We 
have a good number of folks who are        
actively participating in the life of our 
church, for which we are very grateful! If 
you are one of those folks, or one of the 
those couples, and would like to learn more 
about membership, you are invited to come 
to class on the 21st. Pastor Ray will provide 
some basics about the  Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and The Holy Way Presbyterian 
Church as well as answer any questions you 
may have. We hope you will prayerfully 
consider becoming an “official” member, 
and come join us on the 21st!  

The leaves have fallen off the Good Deed 
Tree in the Sunday School Room and our  
Holy Way youth have passed their goal      
doing over 90 good deeds! They will be   
celebrating this month with a make-your-
own Pizza and Sundae party! 

The Good Deed Tree Update 



The Young Adult Volunteer program in the Presbyterian Church (USA) continues to be 
enriching and life-changing for young persons and the places they are assigned to serve. Pastor 
Elizabeth and Andy Thomas, son of Rev. Ray and Robin Thomas, are two YAV alumni who 
have experienced the deepening of faith and the personal transformation that can happen in the 
year-long service, intentional community, simple living, and vocational discernment which are 
offered to young people. In order to continue our direct relationship with the YAV program, our 
church has been selected to connect with a current YAV serving at the site in New York City. 
Her name is Kori Robbins. She grew up in a small community in southwest Montana, called  
Anaconda. She has taken a giant leap of faith to experience life and service in New York City! 

We are invited to keep in touch with Kori and her new experiences and learnings by following 
her on her blog: https://beautyandabook3.wordpress.com/. We will also be adding Kori to our 
prayers as she progresses along her YAV journey. 

Here is a brief description of what Kori tells us she will be focusing on at her YAV site: 
  

I will be working with Church of New Living Hope part-time and with the Presbytery of 
NYC for the rest of my time. With Church of New Living Hope, I'll be working with the          
community on outreach. Right now, I'll be working with seniors who live nearby. Many of their 
community spaces have been taken away due to scaffolding and building going on at the       
complex. The Church is looking for ways to connect them with each other and the community. 
I'll also be working with students and teaching them how to knit and crochet so we can yarn 
bomb (look it up!), which is both a fun and creative way to decorate the community. 
  

With the Presbytery of NYC, I'll also be working on community outreach. The Presbytery 
oversees 103 churches and worshipping communities and wants to know more about the         
international mission work they're involved in. My job will be to get in contact with these      
communities and interview them. The hope is to compile a database so that churches can be  
connected with each other who may be working in similar areas or same countries, as well as 
those communities hoping to get involved internationally. 
  

We look forward to hearing more, and we pray for Kori to encounter the richness of 
God’s grace as she offers this year of her life to new discoveries of the wonders of serving Jesus 
Christ. 

https://beautyandabook3.wordpress.com/


  Due to our changing relationship with the food bank in Three Points, The Board 
of  Deacons has decided to work with the Drexel Heights Fire Department to support our         
community at Christmas.  They contact the schools in the fire district for names of families that 
need help. Last year they provided for 84 families that included 255 children. Because of     
limited storage at the fire stations, they do not collect food.  They collect toys. Sometimes they 
are able to provide clothing depending on what information they can get. They also have a 
large wrapping party before they deliver the packages. They encourage community volunteers 
to help with this task.  We will be helping them with their toy drive. So all of you happy people 
may begin to collect new toys for kids of all ages. More details will follow.                                              
                              -Submitted by Jeannie Hollis  

 Interfaith Community Services continues to hand out food every fourth Friday, each 
month.  Available to everyone, rich, poor, or  in-between.  We always have fresh vegetable      
assortments, and fresh bread products.  The next give-away will be Sept 28, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. at the El Pueblo Community Center,  6th Ave and Irvington.  
 
 ICS also has an urgent need for volunteers to drive people who cannot drive, don't have 
cars, and/or low income persons to appointments with doctors, etc.  If anyone is available to help 
in this  need, please call ICS Southside at 520-526-9290 and ask for Lauren. 



     God Made Pastors… 

   God laid His hand upon them, 

   And breathed hope into their spirits. 

   He filled them with His strength, 

   And placed a message of urgency around their lives. 

   God challenged them to greater works 

             Than He had ever done. 

   Then, with His own hand of blessing, 

    He wrapped them up in His mantle of love 

    And called them Pastors. 



 What is a DNA evening?  On November 7th at 5:30 p.m., you and your friends are invited to 
the Ranch House for a POT LUCK dinner and social evening.  You probably have some idea from 
where your ancestors hailed before coming to the United States.  You may even have had your 
DNA tested.  At this gathering we will bring a pot luck (serves 8 people) from the country of your 
origin PLUS a memento, song, picture, story, or map of that country.  Use your imagination to 
share.  Please sign up in the Ranch House by November 1st and bring your                                   
appetite.   **DNA: Look up the meaning. It’s an acid.  

Save the Date…….. 

Feeling overwhelmed? 

Needing refreshment? 

Want a time out? 

Hope to connect with others? 

Desire time with God? 

 

Jesus invites us... 

“Come Away with Me” 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, January 19, 2019 

Amado, AZ 

9:00am - 4:00pm 



Session Highlights for August 14, 2018 Stated Meeting 

 

Deacons Report – Ali Clay submitted her letter of resignation. When winter visitors are gone (May, June, 
July, August and September) there will be two ushers and greeters. On Sundays when Elizabeth is       
assisting Ray with the service there will be no worship assistant. Dora is no longer associated with the 
Food Bank, so considering partnering with the Fire Department for a Christmas Toy Drive. Our monthly 
food drive will  continue to go to Three Points Food Bank. 
 
Pastor’s Report – Paul Sessler has become an active member as of August 14.  Thomas Alcaraz has been 
hired as our Director of Music. Rev. Richard Rowley and wife Jean donated their annual gift of $1500 to  
support Holy Way. Cub Scouts have requested to meet in the Ranch House on  Wednesdays from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Christian Education – Kathy is reworking the curriculum to use the resources we have, using her own      
creativity. Will continue to make use of coloring in the rear of the sanctuary whenever not enough    
children for Sunday School. 

Finance – Cautiously optimistic for upcoming year, working on plans for the Fall Generosity/Stewardship 
drive, open for new ideas. 

Worship – Paraments are progressing but not yet fully completed for all four liturgical                           
seasons.  Summer Singers doing great. Will be looking at the calendar for the Advent Tea in early        
December. 

A complete copy of the Session Minutes is posted in the Ranch House after approval by the  Session. 
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