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 From the Pastor…... 
 

As the air turns cooler and crisper and        
another page on the calendar is flipped, our minds         
may drift toward a popular word in November:        
gratitude. Or grateful. Or gratefulness. Take your       
pick! All of these words float around in our         
conversations as we consider the things or people or         
moments for which we are grateful. Some       
individuals participate in a “Gratitude Challenge”      
on Facebook, where each day they post something        
that makes them feel grateful. This challenge invites        
positivity and mindfulness, which can be a breath of         
fresh air! Others may engage in the tradition of         
naming aloud, at the Thanksgiving dinner table, the        
things they have been thankful for this year.        
Whatever the activity may be, November seems to        
beg the question--for what are you grateful?  
 

In her book titled Grateful: The      
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, Diana      
Butler Bass shares about her struggles with feeling        
grateful. She confesses she has always been bad at         
it, and that her failed attempts at naturally feeling         
grateful left her determined to learn more about        
gratitude. So she began to study it and noticed         
something she calls “the gratitude gap”--the      
difference between our private feelings and our       
public attitudes. She observed the difference      
between “me” and “we” when it comes to        
gratefulness and pondered what that means for our        

individual lives and the well-being of our       
communities.  Do our private feelings of gratitude  

 
push us towards others? Do they make us satisfied         
with where we are, keeping us content not to rock          
the boat of comfort? Can our private gratitude have         
a meaningful impact on families, communities and       
the society in which we live? What might it mean to           
live together as a thankful society?  
 

As a church family, we ponder similar       
questions and are invited to consider how we can         
live as a thankful community. Are we noticing what         
God’s up to this season? How might our awareness         
of God’s blessings prompt us to live lives rooted in          
gratitude? What new ways might our gratefulness       
push us towards others? 
 

I pray our gratitude for God’s blessings and        
goodness continue to call us beyond ourselves and        
toward our neighbors, for our aching world       
desperately needs us to be more about the “we” than          
just the “me.” 
 

-Elizabeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                     
 
Gerry Pearson 11-4 Kathy & Raul Americano 11-12
Marla Paswinski 11-8 Wendy & Willie Mattias 11-30 
Sue Mattson 11-9 Joan & Alfonso Valenzuela 11-30 
David Malmberg 11-10  
Gail Schumacher 11-13  
Dennis Toresdahl 11-16  
Rev. Elizabeth Smith 11-18  
Don Bowring 11-20  
Marcus Mattias (19 yrs) 11-20  
Margaret Ritenburgh  11-22  
Mary Cottrell 11-23  
Betty Irons 11-29 
 

Silly National Days in November: 

11-2: National Deviled Egg Day    

   11-6: National Nachos day 

11-12: National Pizza with the Works Except Anchovies Day  

  11-14: National Pickle Day  

11-15: National Clean Out Your Refrigerator Day  



    11-24: National Sardines Day 

            11-30: National Mason Jar Day  

        
 

➢ Bible Study meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in the conference room. 

➢ Chancel Choir meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

➢ The Men’s Breakfast will meet Thursday, November 1, and November 15, at 8:00 a.m. at Little 

Mexico  

➢ The Worship Committee will meet on Sunday, November 4, at 10:30 a.m. 

➢ The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, November 6, at 10:15 a.m. 

➢ The Board of Deacons will meet on Sunday, November 11, at 10:30 a.m.  

➢ The Mission Committee will meet on Wednesday, November 14, at 4:00 p.m.  

➢ Stephen Ministry Supervision Peer Group will meet on Wednesday, November 14, at 9:00 a.m. 

➢ Session will meet on Tuesday, November 20, at 4:30 pm. 

➢ Advent Study: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel will meet Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. starting Nov. 28. 

 
 

 
 
 

➢ Dinner in the Ranch House will be a DNA Dinner on Wednesday, Nov. 7, at 5:30 p.m.  

➢ If you are willing to "give thanks" with a church guest at your home for Thanksgiving dinner this 

year, please notify the office, Ellen LaCroix, or Barbara Armbruster. There is a sign up sheet in the 

Ranch House.  

http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-sardines-day-november-24/


                                                    

  Each Gift Counts   
 
Praying. Teaching. Comforting. Listening. Feeding.     
Clothing. Sheltering. Forgiving. Thanking. Singing.     
Greeting. Ushering. Meeting. Deciding. Helping.     
Repairing. Cleaning. Trimming. Weeding. Waiting.     
Visiting. Calling. Writing. Giving. Donating.     
Contributing. Each gift counts. 

During our Stewardship season, which     
began on October 21 and is scheduled to culminate         
on Sunday, November 11 when we will dedicate        
our Estimates of Giving for 2019, we are all invited          
to consider how God calls us each to give, in unique           
and particular ways, as we are able, of our time,          
talent, and treasure to build up the church and         
advance the kingdom of God in the world. Your         
faithful generosity continues to make the mission       
and ministry of The Holy Way Presbyterian Church        
vital and healthy. 

Each Sunday morning, so many gifts are on        
display: hospitality, music, worship leadership,     
preaching, serving, caring, feeding, loving, as well       
as the gifts of financial contributions. Each gift        
counts. On every Sunday of Stewardship season, we        
will hear from a member of our congregation who         
will speak briefly about how they have observed the         
steady flow of such meaningful gifts within our        
church life. During the first week of November, a         
mailing will be sent out (and emailed out) to the          
members of the Holy Way family. You will receive         
a letter from the Pastor, information about the        
variety of ways financial contributions can be given        
to the church, and an Estimate of Giving form for          
2019 which includes some of the ways that time and          
talents can be dedicated, as well as space to include          
your financial estimate. Thank you for your       
prayerful consideration of how God is calling you to         
give gifts that make a difference.  Your  prayerful 

consideration is a precious gift in itself. And your         
faithful giving, of time, talent, and treasure, are        
making a positive impact in many people’s lives.  

Though the Session has designated     
November 11 as our Stewardship Dedication      
Sunday, the exact date may need to be adjusted. The          
Session wishes to choose a date when our Pastor,         
Ray Thomas, is present. However, he and Robin        
and their family, especially their daughter, Britney,       
and son-in-law, Ryan, are awaiting the birth of a  

 
 
new baby girl, due on November 1. Ray will travel          
to Nashville to be with the newborn baby and her          
family for a week, after she is born. Each gift does           
count – and the timing of this gift of a new baby            
will determine exactly which Sunday, November 11       
or 18, we will be dedicating our gifts to the God           
who gives life to each of us. Thanks be to God!           
With watchful anticipation, we prepare to celebrate       
God’s most precious gifts, with resounding joy and        
everlasting gratitude. 

 
 
 

 

            Stephen Ministry     

Our Stephen Ministry program, which began       
with the training of our first batch of Stephen         
Ministers almost three years ago, is alive and active         
in our congregation. Our Stephen Ministers are       
assigned one, or two, care receivers who greatly        
benefit from the one-on-one, confidential Christian      
compassion that the program offers. We are grateful        
for the faith, love, and dedication of all our Stephen          
Ministers. On Sunday, December 2, a portion of our         
worship service will be dedicated to hearing from        



and thanking our current Stephen Ministers and       
inviting new persons to consider joining the       
program. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
  

                             

             New Paraments 
 
Upon entering the sanctuary these past few       

Sundays, your eyes may have been drawn to the         
new splashes of color up front. If that’s happened to          
you, you are not alone! In mid-October, we received         
our colorful new paraments made by the talented        
Toni Rivers!  

The four liturgical colors of the Christian       
year (which begins again on the First Sunday of         
Advent – December 2, 2018) are white, purple, red,         
and green. White is used on special days or in those           
seasons which symbolize the ultimate redemptive      
work of Jesus Christ, such as Christmas and Easter.         
Purple marks the seasons of penitence and       
preparation: Advent and Easter. Red is the color for         
Pentecost Sunday and is often used for ordination        
services when the call/blessing of the Holy Spirit is         
invoked. Green, for growth, is used for all other         

times not marked by any specific festival or        
celebration, also known as Ordinary Time. 

Our current season of Ordinary Time at The        
Holy Way has now exploded with a splash of color          
– green – on our liturgical clothes (also called         
“paraments”) which now adorn the pulpit, lectern,       
and communion table. Thanks to our very talented        
seamstress, Toni Rivers, who has been working       
diligently for months, the oversight of our Worship        
Committee, and generous gifts which have covered 
all the costs, we now have gorgeous paraments to         
visually enhance our worship throughout the      
Christian year. We express many thanks to Toni for         
creating these stunning clothes and for sharing her        
considerable talents as well as her love of Jesus         
Christ in ways that will bless our worship of the          
living God for years to come! 
  
  

                       

Advent Study:  
O Come, O Come,Emmanuel 

 
“I can’t wait until Christmas” expresses      

eager anticipation for the holiday by children young        
and old! Halloween is scarcely past when Christmas        
decorations appear in stores and shoppers hear       
carols broadcast throughout shopping malls.     
Congregations, eager to sing Christmas carols, often       
express impatience with singing only Advent      
hymns. With the frenzied festivities surrounding the       
season, it is hard to wait for Christmas. However,         
wait we must, for Advent is a season of waiting and           
preparing for Christ’s coming. 

This Advent we will take a look at the         
meaning of four popular Advent hymns: "Come,       
Thou Long-Expected Jesus;" "Let All Mortal Flesh       



Keep Silence;" "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel;"       
and "In the Bleak Midwinter." Each week we will         
explore scripture, discuss the importance of each       
hymn, learn about the hymn writers...and then       
sing!! It doesn’t matter what your singing ability        
is--come, share and sing! 

This four-week study will be from 2:00       
p.m.-3:00 p.m. on Wednesdays in the Conference       
Room, beginning November 28. If you plan to         
join us, please sign up in the narthex or email          
Elizabeth at elizabeth@holywaytucson.org. 

 

               
  

                      

              Come Hike With Us!! 
Too much turkey? The day after      

Thanksgiving, Friday, November 23, Sharon     
Groves will be leading a hike! Meet here at the          
church parking lot at 9:00 a.m.! We will carpool to          
the “secret” location for a 2-mile hike lead by         
Sharon. This will be an easy, non-strenuous hike so         
all abilities are welcome! Please sign up in the         
narthex. For questions, please contact Sharon.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

The Holy Way Christmas Project 
 
This year the Board of Deacons has chosen        

to partner with Drexel Heights Fire Department in        
their annual toy drive. They get the names of         
families that need help celebrating Christmas from       
the schools in the fire district. Their goal is to          
provide five gifts for each child from babies to         
teenagers in those families. Last year they served        
284 children with help from various community       
groups. They do not supply food because there is a          
lack of storage space is the fire stations We have          

mailto:elizabeth@holywaytucson.org


two collection boxes in front of the choir loft into          
which you may deposit toys. 

As a congregation made up of many       
grandparents, we know the joy we get shopping for         
kids. Please take the opportunity every time you are         
in Target, Walmart, or the Dollar Store to pick up a           
toy, game, or book for a child in need. Teens enjoy           
young adult books, gift cards to itunes, video        
games, jewelry, and cosmetics. 

There will be a community wrapping party       
to wrap all these presents. We are invited to attend          
and help. The date has not yet been selected. More          
information will be available as we get closer to         
Christmas. If you have questions, please call       
Jeannie Hollis at 578-7650. 

 
 

                       
 
  

 
 

                                         Save the Date                   
 

The second annual Women’s Advent Tea is scheduled for Sat, Dec 1, 2018. 
Worship service will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. with Scripture, hymns, 

meditation, and Advent readings. 
High tea will follow at 12:00 p.m. in the Ranch House with a variety of teas and traditional 

scones, tea sandwiches, and sweets.  
This is a suitable event for inviting guests. If you would enjoy participating as an assistant 

for worship or tea call Barbara Armbruster at 520-578-4201. 
 
 
 
 

Feeling overwhelmed?Feeling overwhelmed?  
         Needing refreshment?         Needing refreshment?    



                                                 Want a time out?                                                 Want a time out?    
                                                                   Hope to connect with others?                                                                   Hope to connect with others?    
                                                                                                   Desire time with God?                                                                                                   Desire time with God?  
          Jesus invites us...  
        “Come Away with Me”  

Women’s Retreat  
Saturday, January 19, 2019  

Amado, AZ  
9:00 a.m.  - 4:00 p.m 

 

 
Highlights for September 18, 2018 Stated Session Meeting 

Deacon’s Report: 

Discussed an alternative to angels at Christmas time. Talking about joining in a toy drive with Drexel Heights Fire 
Department which contacts schools about families in need and matches toys with families.  We could also choose 
families. Discussed usher/greeter schedules and having usher teams for each month. 

Pastors’ Reports: 

Had an update on the VAV a year program and connecting Holy Way with current UAV Kori Robins form Montana, 
currently serving in New York City. As Moderator-Elect of the Synod of the Southwest, Pastor Ray Thomas has been 
invited to attend the Synod Executives gathering in Montgomery AL, to experience the Legacy and Lynching Museums, 
led by Rev. Denise Anderson, Former Co-Moderator of the General Assembly and current Coordinator for rachial and 
Ethnic Justice. This will be January 13-16, 2019. Ray will be on vacation December 26 through January 2, also a week of 
family leave, early November, shortly after granddaughter is born in Nashville, TN. 

A Planning Committee for the Women’s Retreat has been formed.  The Women’s Retreat will be January 19, 2019, same 
place as last year. 

Committee Reports: 

Christian Education: 

The Sunday School curriculum has been adjusted to use resources on hand and to be more appropriate to the ages of 
the Sunday School youth using “real life “application.  Kathy has created personal “activity books” for each youth to use 
when there are less than three students, or no teacher is available. A Good Deed Project was started and ran through 
September.  Students are encouraged to do good deeds each week to reach a collective goal of 75 good deeds.  

Congregational Life. 

Musicians have been arranged and the planning of the Advent Tea program will be completed when our summer 
travelers return. 



Finance/Stewardship 

The committee is brainstorming for our fall Stewardship Campaign with a tentative theme, “Everyone brings God’s 
Valuable Gifts”. Dedication Sunday will be November 11, unless Rev. Ray is on Family Leave, in which case it will be 
November 18. Kathy Walsh was voted in as an authorized counter. 

Worship Committee: 

New paraments are all at the same stage of completion; almost ready.  

 

After approval by Session, a complete copy of the Minutes is posted in the Ranch House. 

 

 

 


