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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;  

and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.  

Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account.  

 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Today we have two very well known passages--Micah 6 and the Sermon on the Mount. 

Both passages lend us quotable material, sayings we might know by heart. 

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,  
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and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Many of us can probably recite these words, or reference the beatitudes easily… 

or we might even have them hanging in our house somewhere. 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:8) 

 

These are beautiful passages and there’s a lot to sink your teeth into here. 

And like the captive audience hanging on Jesus’ every word as he teaches his disciples 

and the crowds, we might wonder-- 

What do the beatitudes--the blessings--have to do with us? 

 

Well, Jesus doesn’t mince words here. 

He tells us right away. 

Being blessed is our identity. 

Jesus begins first with a blessing, each time. 

“Blessed are those who….” fill in the blank. 

 

There are no conditions. 

There are no terms. 

There is no judgment. 

“Blessed are those who….” fill in the blank. 

And he does.  

Jesus is quick to fill in the blanks, to tell us exactly who God blesses. 

And I don’t think it’s a coincidence that Jesus begins his public ministry with these 

statements of blessing.  

He tells his disciples-- 

The meek are blessed.  

The poor in spirit are blessed.  

The peacemakers are blessed.  

So are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

It’s almost as if he were doing things Oprah style and telling the crowds, 

“You get a blessing! And you get a blessing! And y’all get a blessing!” 

 

But as exciting as that sounds, this might be just the moment our human nature, our 

sometimes too-competitive spirit, creeps in and causes us to think,  
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“Wait--that guy is blessed?!  

The one who always stands on the same corner and pleads for money from 

drivers day after day? 

And the people fleeing violence and poverty? 

And the one at church always doubting, always taking the role of 

skeptic? 

And the woman who never says much, who lets herself get 

pushed around by everyone else? 

How is she blessed? She never seems to offer much.” 

And Jesus would say,  

Yes. 

Yes she is. 

She is blessed. 

And they are blessed. 

And you are blessed. 

 

These blessings given to us, taught to us, from the mountain almost feel too 

extravagant, don’t they? 

Too generous.  

Too inclusive. 

Too counter-culture. 

But that’s Jesus’ way. 

 

Jesus’ words aren’t just to give comfort to the meek among the crowds.  

Or those who are mourning the loss of a loved one. 

Yes, his words are for them and they are said to offer comfort. 

To tell them of abundant life found in the Kingdom of God. 

To reassure them that their current reality is not how things will always be. 

But that’s not all. 

Jesus’ words are also declaring that this is no longer business as usual. 

 

“Jesus describes a universe turned on its head.  

A world where the usual might-makes-right, survival-of-the-fittest hierarchies,  

rules, and priorities just plain don’t apply.  

In the kingdom Jesus describes, the poor are the wealthiest of all.  

The mourners are the ones who receive comfort.  
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The starving sit at [abundant] tables.  

Those who live meekly inherit everything.  

The peacemakers are God’s children.  

And the victims of persecution win choice rewards.”  1

 

These reversals that Jesus describes are meant to instruct us as much as they are to 

provoke us. 

And these reversals tell us essential truths about the nature of God. 

 

As one author says,  

“What Jesus bears witness to in the Beatitudes is God’s unwavering proximity to pain, 

suffering, sorrow, and loss.  

God is nearest to those who are lowly, oppressed, unwanted, and broken.  

God isn’t obsessed with the shiny and the impressive;  

God is too busy sticking close to what’s messy, chaotic, unruly, and unattractive.”  

 

This is good news for us. 

This is good news for the world. 

And “this is important to remember,  

because the first thing [we] tend to ask when [we’re] hurting [might be], 

“Where is God?  Why has God abandoned me?”  

The Beatitudes assure [us] that God doesn’t exit [our lives] when we find ourselves in 

low places.  

If anything, God is most present in the shadows.  

Most attentive in the fire.  

 

God is always close to the destitute, the anguished, the lost, and the confused.  

God faithfully accompanies those who go days, weeks, months, and years,  

hungry for a sign, a word, a crumb, a drop.  

Our hunger is not indicative of God’s absence.  

Our hunger is the sign we seek.  

The blessing we chase resides in the darkness.” 

 

Jesus makes clear on that mountain, to his disciples, to the surrounding crowds, to us-- 

1 Thomas, Debie. “Journey with Jesus” blog, January 26, 2020.  

https://www.journeywithjesus.net/lectionary-essays/current-essay?id=2511&fbclid=IwAR1OQaieyRSRt0ezBXG8yf9VCVB25aMvzR7XmPA_kNLViiTuxh5LcuSRfr8
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that if we want to be his disciples,  

we won’t be able to simply coast along and conform to the norms of society.  2

Not then.  

Not now. 

 

As disciples of Jesus,  

“we must choose a different definition of well-being, a different model of success,  

a new identity with a new set of values.  3

 

So will we crave to be identified most with, and defined by,  

what our society says matters most-- 

Power?  

Wealth?  

Beauty?  

Success? 

Lots and lots of stuff?  

An independence that tricks us into thinking we 

don’t need anyone else? 

 

Or can we live into the blessing Jesus gives us--with no terms or conditions, no 

judgement, just blessing--and allow our words and actions to point to God rather than 

ourselves? 

 

Jesus doesn’t just rattle off these words to his disciples and the surrounding crowds,  

and then allows them to fall short. 

He didn’t just tell folks to grin and bear it. 

Rather, he lives these words of blessing. 

He embodies them. 

He spends his entire ministry with those who suffer.  

With those who mourn. 

With those whose hope and faith are wavering. 

Jesus goes to them, and comes to us. 

And Jesus does this for their sake, and to show us how it should be done.  

 

2 McLaren, Brian. “We Make the Road By Walking,” p. 128 
3 Ibid, p. 129. 
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So I offer you this re-do of the beatitudes , in hopes that we can all live into our identity 4

of blessedness and slowly change the world... 

 

Blessed are you who make room at your table 

for in that way even tax-collectors shall be redeemed 

 

Blessed are you who seek out lost sheep 

for your seeking you find more than a lamb 

 

Blessed are you who touch the leper 

for you make a home for the excluded 

 

Blessed are you who welcome the prodigal 

for you express the fullness of the love that is God 

 

Blessed are the silenced 

for you hear the cry of God 

 

Blessed are you who make friends with your enemy 

for you know the way to lasting peace 

 

Blessed are you who turn the other cheek 

for you show more strength than the oppressor 

 

Blessed are you who break bread with the stranger 

you will have a foretaste of the kingdom 

 

Blessed are you who heal on the Sabbath 

you will reveal what is important to God 

 

Blessed are you who seek company with the outcast and unclean 

for you shall be accompanying Jesus 

 

Blessed are you who overturn the tables 

4 Hamilton, Roddy. Originally posted on the website “Muddy Paws.” 
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you are the freedom fighters of love  

 

Blessed are you who love your neighbor 

for you already live in the realm of God 

 

Blessed are you who walk the way 

for you shall move within the company of heaven 

 

Blessed are you who carry a cross 

for you shall see God’s wisdom 

 

Blessed are you who wait for the morning 

for you shall see the renewal of life 

 

 


