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From the Pastor... 
My dear sisters and brothers: 

 
 I want to tell you about a          
wonderful and gracious hero from my 
childhood. As you all know, I grew up in 
the country.  When I was born, my family 
was living on our 81-acre cotton farm 26 
miles north of Douglas AZ.  In 1957, we 
lived for one year on a ranch south of 
Bisbee, adjoining the US-Mexico        
border.  I turned 6 that year. 

 I started school that fall at Lowell 
Elementary School, a school in Bisbee 
where I didn’t know a single person.  My 
mother dropped me off at the schoolyard 
and told me to go into a 1st grade 
class.  Well, I was playing with some kids 
and, when all the teachers said to line up, 
I got into a line.  As it turned out, this was 
the 2nd grade line.  Five minutes into my 
educational career and I had already 
fouled things up and I didn’t have any 
way to straighten it all out. 

 The 2nd grade teacher was walking 
me down the hall to the Principal’s office, 
with me crying my eyes out, when        
another teacher, Cora Thorpe, came  
walking toward us.  She asked the other 
teacher what was wrong.  The other 
teacher said, “This little boy ended up in 
my class but he’s a 1st grader, so I’m   
taking him to the office so they can find 
him a classroom.”  Mrs. Thorpe said, “I  

want this little boy to be in my        
classroom.”  She asked me my name and 
took my hand and led me to where I    
belonged.  She was a wonderful,      
committed, and encouraging teacher, and 
I think of her more often than I do any of 
the other teachers I had in the following 
years. 

 Mrs. Thorpe was a public school 
teacher in a community that was pretty 
much out of the way and not really on 
the way to anywhere else.  And yet, 
there are so many others whose lives 
were touched by her kindness and her 
commitment.  What if we showed    
kindness and caring every day of our 
lives?  And what if we touched 
someone’s life in a way that they would 
remember it decades later?  And what if 
we did that because we have been loved 
beautifully and extravagantly by 
God?  And what if God was glorified in 
our acts of kindness?  And what if the 
world was made just a tiny bit better by 
the things we do and the kindnesses we 
show? 

   Pastor John 



  Fall will soon be in the air!   
We, who remain in Tucson all year,  will rejoice! 

Thank you for your continuing support of The Holy Way’s financial      
obligations.  Statements will be in the mail to every giving congregant by 

mid-September.  Please let Kathy or me know if any corrections are  
needed as we go into the 4th quarter of 2020.   

Be well and God Bless you all. 
                                                                             -Sharon Groves, Treasurer 

      

Cuyler Diggs   9-1 

Gwen Schroyer  9-2 

Laura Penton-Williams 9-8 

Phil Hollis   9-10 

Dudley Williams  9-15 

Laura Stafford  9-16 

Delilah Barton   (8 yrs)  9-17 

Nevaeh Mattias   (14 yrs) 9-18 

Doris Riegert   9-20 

Charles Sayers (98 yrs)  9-20 

Dale Wright   9-20 

Rosalie Baumrucker  9-21 

TR Ellis   9-21 

Alyssa Americano (13 yrs) 9-26 

 

Dee & TR Ellis        9-1  

Anita & Ed Parsil        9-7  

Ginger & Marvin Manly       9-13  

Marianne & Brian Hamilton    9-25  



COVID-19 UPDATE: 

GATHERED WORSHIP HAS BEEN SUSPENDED. 
DURING THIS TIME OF PHYSICAL SEPARATION, WE           

ENCOURAGE YOU TO READ THE SERMONS POSTED AND 
ENJOY THE VIDEOS WE WILL SHARE FOR REFLECTION AND 

WORSHIP ON OUR WEBSITE: 

                                                         WWW.HOLYWAYTUCSON.ORG 

Under the worship tab, click on “online worship services” 

 

Pastor John Cheek is usually in the office: 

 Tuesdays-Fridays 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

and Sundays 9:00 a.m.-Noon. 

The narthex is open during these times to purchase coffee 
and drop off/pick-up any printed materials. Please call 
the church ahead of time in case Pastor John has had to 

step out of the office temporarily. 520-883-9417. 

 

http://www.holywaytucson.org


     At a meeting of the congregation 
of The Holy Way, held by Zoom on  
August 28, 2020, the following were 

elected to serve as the Pastor      
Nominating Committee: 

  
Karl Allen 

Barbara Armbruster 
Sherrie Attleson 
Maggie Diggs 
Jeanne Hollis 
John Lambe 

Wendy Mattias 
Terry Saxton 

Linda Swibold 
  

 I ask you to pray consistently 
for their work, and to honor the               

confidentiality with which they will 
carry out their responsibility. 

 Richest blessings on each of you,  
Pastor John 

Meet the new Pastor  

Nominating Committee: 

Do you need face masks or know    
someone that does?  

The Arizona Health Department has 
teamed up with Hanes and they are 
providing 5 FREE cotton masks to      

anyone that requests them.  
 

To receive your masks: 
Sign onto: azdhs.gov 
Click: General Info About COVID-19  
Click: Order masks (left side menu) 
  Scroll down and fill out your               
information.  
 You will receive an email          
confirmation with a tracking number.      
It takes about 8-10 days to receive your 
masks. 



Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 9:30 A.M. in the Ranch House, conversation will 
continue with discussions re: divisions and inequities that infect our society that 
make us less than we can be.  (Please read the next article:  Systemic Racism) 
 
All are invited to join in sharing ideas, learning and listening so The Holy Way 
becomes involved with others in helping toward a more fair and just society.  
Please call or email Ginger Manly @ 520-576-2713 or gingerpooh@gmail.com 
so we can count on you attending.  Masks worn, temperature checks, and social 
distancing.  

We have been blessed with donations of books and a donation to purchase 
books. Reading awakens us to realities that open our eyes to racism in our       
society.  Everyone is encouraged to check out the books listed below whether or 
not you are able to join in the open conversation at the gatherings in the Ranch 
House. 

 
 How To Be An Antiracist  by Ibrim X Kendi 

White Fragility by Robin Deangelo 
Me and White Supremacy by Layla F Saad 
So, You Want to Talk About Race  by Ijeoma Oluo 
Waking Up White by Debby Irving 

 White Too Long: The Legacy of White Supremacy in American            
  Christianity by Robert P. Jones  
 Evictions: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond  
 Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  by Isabel Wilkerson 
 The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our                                
  Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein 
 Burying White Privilege: Resurrecting a Badass Christianity  
  by Miquel A. De La Torre 
 
The ‘library’ with these books along with check-out/check-in sheets are in the 
office on the counter by the sink in the church office.  Pastor John is in the office 
on Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Please call  
520-883-9714 first to make sure he is available for you to come in and select a 
book. 
 

LET’S GET TOGETHER AND TALK - AGAIN!  

mailto:gingerpooh@gmail.com


 400 years ago white people brought black people over here and enslaved 
them. And sold them. And treated them as less than human.  
 For 250 years... while white men built the country and created its laws and 
its systems of government. While 10, 15 generations of white families got to 
grow and flourish and make choices that could make their lives better.  
 And then 150 years ago white people "freed" black people from slavery. 
But then angry white people created laws that made it impossible for them to 
vote. Or to own land. Or to have the same rights as white people. And even  
erected monuments glorifying people who actively had fought to keep them    
enslaved. All while another 5, 10 generations of white families got to grow and 
accumulate wealth and gain land and get an education.  
 And then 60 years ago we made it "legal" for black people to vote, and to 
be "free" from discrimination. But angry white people still fought to keep 
schools segregated. And closed off neighborhoods to white people only. And 
made it harder for black people to get bank loans, or get quality education or 
health care, or to (gasp) marry a white person. All while another 2-3 generations 
of white families got to grow and pass their wealth down to their children and 
their children's children.  
 And then we entered an age where we had the technology to make       
PUBLIC the things that were already happening in private-- the beatings, the 
stop and frisk laws, the unequal distribution of justice, the police brutality (police 
began in America as slave patrols designed to catch runaway slaves).  
 And only now, after 400+ years and 20+ generations of a white head start, 
are we STARTING to truly have a dialog about what it means to be black.  
 White privilege doesn't mean you haven't suffered or fought or worked 
hard. It doesn't mean white people are responsible for the sins of our ancestors. It 
doesn't mean you can't be proud of who you are. It DOES mean that we need to 
acknowledge that the system our ancestors created is built FOR white people. It 
DOES mean that we aren't disadvantaged because of the color of our skin and it 
DOES mean that we owe it to our neighbors-- of all colors-- to acknowledge that 
and work to make our world more equitable. BLACK LIVES MATTER!....  

Systematic Racism:  




